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General Counsel 

Environmental Appeals Board & Public Lands Appeal Board 
 
Mr. Van Nes provides advice to the Boards, coordinates the Boards' alternative dispute resolution activities, 
and oversees a staff complement of five engaged in the administration of the Board and the appeals.  Mr. 
Van Nes has been a lawyer with the Government of Alberta since 1992.  His employment history includes 
that of an Environmental Prosecutor with the Special Prosecutions Branch of Alberta Justice.  Mr. Van Nes' 
experience includes seven years with the Environmental Law Section of Alberta Justice serving his main 
clients in the Departments of Environment, Infrastructure, and Agriculture, Food and Rural Development.  
While with the Environmental Law Section, Mr. Van Nes assisted in drafting legislation such as the 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act and the Water Act, developed enforcement programs, 
appeared before the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board, and joint Natural Resources Conservation 
Board/Canadian Environmental Assessment Act panels.  Mr. Van Nes graduated with a Bachelor of Laws 
in April 1991 and was admitted to the Bar in July 1992.  Mr. Van Nes also has a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Biology and a certificate in Conflict Management from the Alberta Arbitration and Mediation Society. 


